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The Power of the Cross

It is a subject rarely mentioned or
taught these days, but the power of the (%
Cross has the ability to draw all men. D&Q)\)
John 12:32-33: “And” 7 if 7 te lifted up from

the earth , will draw all men unto me. This fie said signifying
what deatfi he should die.”

The drawing power is in the Cross and HHis deatlt
upon it. Joday it is easy to loose sight of this truth, for
we live in a day when men drvaw otfiers (o themselves,
through their personal appeal, through mulli media

preaching and large charismalic gathierings. When
these great names today do eventually die or fall into
otscurity, all they stood for and preachied abtout, dies
wWilh them. But (think about jesus! 7t is His death that
we are to remember and in all of its shame, it is the
magnet that draws men and women.

We should never e ashiamed to preachi (hrist
cructfied. 7f we take His words as true (whichi we dol)
He says this will be what draws people (o Himself: He

does not drvaw people lo a denomination or a great
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So many of you wrote and told me how
wucm much you enjoyed getting the newslet-

ter. I felt really happy about this be-
cause it has been on my heart to do something to keep
us in touch!
By the time you get this letter it will be almost Easter.
This brought to mind the fact that it is all about Jesus
and His death and resurrection. It is easy to forget this
when the stores are full of eggs, rabbits and chickens!
Some years ago when we went through some difficult
trials I did some reading on the Cross and His suffer-
ings. This study really deepened my walk with Him
and I felt I loved Him more than ever after having
looked into all that His death really meant. I have a
quote written in my notes, but I do not know where 1
got it from. “If you measure the height of His love, it is meas-
ured by the depth of His grief. What measure of love should we
return to the One who bore the utmost penalty.”

that again?” What wonderful words " Why did nt you
tell us this vefore?

n actual jact this is the place to begin. What

church building, but He will draw us fo Truthi and other story can malch the one that tells of God Himself

righteousness.

The great preachier, Spurgeon in the 18005 told of

some missionaries who went to the people of Greenland.

awelling with men? God Himself putting on fleshi and
living amongst mankind. God Himself in the form of
man, the Son of Goa, dying upon a Cross, to redeem us

These missionaries were fiesitant to preacti jesus CHrist Srom the penalty of sin.

lo these people in darkness. They did not even know

Perhiaps some of us can remember being drawn

there is a God, so the missionaries beqan leachiing them by this message as children. There is a_power in the
YIght from wrong, teaching lhiem the rewards of the message of the Cross that we cannot explain. 7t is the
good” and” the payment for the wicked. This type of love of (hrist thal constrains us.z2 Corinthitans 514 That
leaching went on for many years, but without any con- means it gets a hold on us and will not let us go. 7his
verts. One day the missionary happened lo read the love is shown most clearly in His suffering and death
story of Jesus dying on the Cross. He read the verse we on the Cross. Isn't it strange that His sujferings would
all” know so well” For God so loved the world.... The draw us and do something in our fiearts?

Greenlander stopped hiim and said “Would you read me
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The four Grandchildren with Nanny




Recipe and a visit to New Zealand

| have included a recipe
that is easy and tastes
good. | thought I would
tell you the story behind
where | got the recipe.
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LEMON SLICE (No cooking needed)

100 grams of butter

1/2 tin of condensed milk

1 cup of coconut

Grated rind of lemon

1 packet of crushed biscuits (plain sweet biscuits such as Marie or
Morning Coffee)

Crush the biscuits; melt the butter and mix with the coconut and
condensed milk. Mix all together with the crushed mixture and
spread into a buttered thin slice tin. Put in fridge.

Top with Lemon Icing: 1 cup icing sugar, with desert spoon of
butter. Mix together well and add grated lemon rind and juice of
lemon, enough to spread the icing. Cut into small slices in tin. Put
all in fridge until ready to use.
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In November 2002 the missionaries in the Pacific gath-
ered in Christchurch, New Zealand for the Pacific mis-
sionary Retreat. Missionaries came from all over the
vast Pacific to meet together for 3 days and nights of
teaching, fellowship and sight seeing.

We met in the South Island city of Christchurch,
the city of gardens and parks. Our Regional Director
Richard Denny and Sister Denny joined the missionar-
ies, inviting our Foreign Missions Director Brother
Bruce Howell and his wife to be the special guests at
this retreat.

On the Friday a very enjoyable day was organ-
ised. We took a bus south of the city to a town that was
settled by the French in 1840; the small town of

Akaroa. Along the
way we stopped for
lunch at a restaurant.
The views, the fel-
lowship and the
good meal will long
be remembered!
From there, the bus

continued to
Akaroa .This settlement has kept its French influence.
Many streets have french names, the garage sells
‘I'essence petrol', the architecture is distinctively
french. Homesteads and cottages dot the landscape of
the Banks peninsula. We boarded a catamaran (boat)
on Akaroa Harbour and set sail in search of wildlife
found only in this area. As we neared the harbour
mouth we were able to catch glimpses of a small dol-
phin peculiar to this harbour. The boat sailed close to
the steep sides of the harbour so we could see a seal

and penguins on the ledges. These penguins are the
rare protected yellow eyed, second largest in the spe-
cies of penguins and are peculiar to the South Island
region.

The following morning we took a tour of a
sheep farm. This was an interesting experience at a lo-
cal sheep farm with all the warm hospitality of the New
Zealand sheep farmer and his wife. We were taken not
far from Christchurch to a lovely farm, set in green
fields with hundreds of white sheep dotting the land-
scape. After meeting the farmer and his wife we were
able to ride on small bus out into the fields. Some of
the men rode on the back of a tractor amongst the hay!
In the large open fields we watched as the sheep were
herded using the famous sheep dog. As the farmer
whistled his instructions the dog gathered the sheep,
directing them right and left depending on what the
whistle instructed. Many interesting things were told to
us by the farmer about sheep and their habits. Our next
stop was the woolshed, where we watched the farmer
shear the sheep. As the large sheep just lay with out
any fuss or struggle, in the farmers arms when he took
those large clippers to shear the wool, it made us think
of the scripture “he is brought as a lamb to the slaugh-
ter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he
opened not his mouth” Isaiah 53:7

Finally, we were treated to a real English after-
noon tea . We were taken to the farmhouse by the
farmer where his wife was ready with tea in lovely
china cups and saucers, with cakes and slices to go
along with the welcome cup of tea. Among the home
made cakes was a Lemon Slice which the farmers wife
offered. We asked her for the recipe because it tasted
so good. I have made this a few times and it can be fro-
zen also if you do not use it all. It is best kept in the
fridge until time to serve it.

To complete this pleasant time we went on Sun-
day morning to the church service hosted by the local
pastor and Aimers Wayne and Elaine Goodare and
family. What a great privilege it is to belong to the
family of God and have a common goal and purpose in
life!

- Margaret Carver

Sheep Shearing in New Zealand



